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How does my tone of voice affect my 
students learning? 
Research Question  Abstract
Lower Pitch-
• Mar. 9th, 2021- Data was collected due to a situation that had come up 
during the day. I had caught the students lying about completing their 
homework. After my co-op and I had talked, we decided to keep the 
students in from recess for the week. Since the students had lied o me, I 
was the one who had to tell the students about the consequence. I had 
to use a lower and stern tone of voice to understand the importance of 
the situation. The different pitch in a tone of voice was very effective
• Mar. 25th, 2021- On the last day of my 4th-grade placement, I had an 
opportunity to work with a substitute teacher and experience what it 
would be like. Since I was teaching virtually, I found communication 
was critical. The day did not go as planned; since it was a test day, this 
presented a huge problem. The students did not complete the tests that 
were required in the first class. This resulted in a firm lower-pitched 
tone of voice talk in the second class before the tests started. The 
students knew that I did not use this tone of voice with them during my 
placement. So, what I said to them was very important, and they all 
listened. I made sure that the students understood with a quick 
formative assessment. 
Higher Pitch-
• Jan. 25, 2021- Throughout the day, I had used a higher pitch tone of 
voice since. This was the first official day of teaching 4th grade. I was 
very excited and wanted to make sure that I would come across as 
friendly and warm. This was especially critical because I was teaching 
virtually through Google Classroom. 
• Mar. 10, 2021- The data that was collected today was critical due to the 
timing of the collection of data. It was collected in the middle of the 
week, when the students do not feel like being present in school. Tone 
of voice was critical during this time because I was teaching the 
students through a computer, I had to motivate the students though the 
usage of  tone of my voice. Throughout the whole school day, I had to 
use a higher pitch of voice to keep the students engaged throughout the 
day. Overall, the students were more engaged and attentive than other 
days where I had used a lower pitch. 
Journal Reflections
• The primary method of qualitative data collection for 
this study was using daily research journals. In the 
journals, the researcher reflected upon all the different 
aspects of the day during practicum.
• The researcher then made a more concise reflection 
about their opinion of their usage of tone of voice within 
the classroom.
• Data was then collected in a tone of voice in different 
situations during student teaching and when it was the 
most appropriate to use a specific tone of voice. 
• The results were then also recorded in the daily research 
journal. 
Methods and Data Analysis
Conclusions And Findings 
• Early into the research I was not sure that I would be able to gather any 
data due to being forced to teach virtually. I soon began to realize that it 
was even more critical to focus on tone of voice though the computer.  I 
had to change the how I was collecting data. I focused on creating a 
relationship and a conversation with the students before the class has 
started. I then was able to change my tone of voice depending on the 
student's mood and need for motivation to get the students engaged in 
the lesson. Each day I then was able to have a plan on how I was going 
to collect data for the day and then write down the results in the daily 
research journal. 
• In conclusion, my tone of voice affects students throughout the day. My 
tone of voice can also help the students stay engaged in the lesson when 
they lack focus for an unknown reason. The change of pitch in my tone 
of voice can also let the students know how serious I am and how 
important a topic is that I am talking about. The different pitches can 
determine the students in that something important is being said or give 
important directions to them that they need to be successful. Having the 
students recognize the change in voice can also help them in critical 
situations such as a lockdown or a fire drill. At the end of my placement, 
the students knew that when I used a specific tone of voice, they needed 
to be listening because I would not use that tone of voice daily. 
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The purpose of this study was to see how my tone of voice 
can affect my students in the classroom. It also looked at 
how my tone of voice can help motivate students in the 
classroom in different learning settings.  My self-study 
was able to be implanted throughout my practicum 
experience to improve and change my tone of voice in the 
classroom, which resulted in more effective and efficient 
practice within the classroom as an educator. 
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Literature Review 
AFFECTIVE INFLUENCES ON AUDITORY TONE 
PERCEPTION
• When studies talk about the tone of voice, they are talking about the 
person's vocal pitch. In the classroom, a higher pitch is more 
responsive than a flat, dull tone of voice. 
• In a study, the study's conductors first examined student posting from 
2011 to 2012 JCAT 'Green Room' discussion board. In this 
discussion, students answered six directed questions about their 
overall experience.
• The study then examined teacher postings on the day and time.
• The study has also found that a strong teacher culture can improve 
with a high pitch in a tone of voice this.
STUDENTS MOTIVATION
• Each student completed a baseline and well-being and motivation 
survey. Participants were presented with five blocks of 11 sentences. 
• The study found that encouraging words paired along with the 
teachers' tone of voice can motivate them throughout the day. 
• In another study done in 2011, researchers found that that there was a 
positive relationship between ethical leadership and teachers' voice 
behaviors. 
• The tone of voice relates to ethical culture and psychological safety. 
